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Summary of reasons for decision: 


The chat log is a sexual conversation between two adults. The Classification Office has considered 
whether it promotes or supports, or tends to promote or support, the exploitation of children or 
young persons for sexual purposes and has concluded that it does not. Nor does it deal with sexual 
conduct with children or young persons to any great extent or degree or in a manner that is likely to 
cause significant injury to the public good. However, the content of the chat log still requires an age 
restriction. The sexual nature of the dialogue is likely to adversly affect impressionable children and 
young persons who are still developing their understanding of sexual matters. The nature of the 
content is likely to give them a distorted view of adult sexual relationships and behaviours and have a 
negative impact on their sexual development. The chat log is therefore restricted to those who have 
attained the age of 18 years. This classification does interfere with the right of freedom of expression 
contained in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, but is a reasonable limitation on that right in 
order to prevent injury to the public good. 




